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Christmas Day 2011, Luke 2: 8-20, The Rev. Mary S. Trainor
Every time I walk into this historic old church it is like I am transported out of the busy hustle-bustle of the 21st century into a sort of timeless state, with a sense of holiness that is separate from the world.  Christmas Carols seem to transport us too to another time and place too  – they are like magical vehicles.  Maybe a certain Christmas carol reminds you of a particularly special Christmas in your life.  Most people have had at least one wonderful Christmas at some point in their lives.  But, sometimes Christmas carols or Christmas time is associated with not such great times in our lives.  It is a tough time of year for some people.

That is the way it is with me and the Christmas carol we will sing as our last hymn this morning, “Joy to the World.”  You see, this was sung at my father’s December funeral many years ago when I was only 18. I was in shock, and I was sure not filled with joy that day….but we all sang it because my father liked it.  
God is bigger than all of that sadness you might associate with Christmas. No matter what issues you face, the true Christmas, the birthday of Jesus, is an island of peace, refuge and love for you.  God is in the midst of your situation, and God reigns supreme over all of those troubles!  Why is Christmas so special?  Because God has broken into the flow of history … We understand and expect that one day follows the previous day, and events occur as a consequence of the events that preceded them.  Cause and effect.  We expect this.  Yet, God has shattered all that … he stepped away from his timeless transcendence and entered the world.  This was entirely God’s initiative.  Your God is not a remote God, but rather a God who out of love came directly into your life and changed history.
Christmas is also so special because God came as one of us … Jesus did not enter the world on a thunder-bolt, He was born, just as we were born, of a woman.  Your God came as a human that you might know Him.  He wasn’t born in a well-staffed hospital, however; He was born in a stable. We don’t know His birth weight, but we know He came as a baby, helpless and dependent, born into poverty, born into a society that would not understand Him.  Mary gave birth to one human baby, not to a name or an idea or a philosophy.  She gave birth to a person, a person who is LOVE, a person who longs for a personal relationship with you, a person who is also God.  He came to let you know that there is nothing about you – who you are or what you have done – that can ever separate you from His love.  God came as one of us.
And importantly, God came to save us – Now, most of us don’t tend to go about our lives everyday thinking that we even need a savior.  But we do.  We desperately need a Savior, and our Savior is Jesus, born this day in Bethlehem.  Without a Savior we are all dead in our trespasses and sins.   We were all born into this world with the tendency to sin, and we do sin (sin is anything that separates us from God).  Each of us has a dark side:  we think about ourselves first, we say things we regret, we hurt those we love, we do things that we should not do.  We can’t get away from this tendency without God’s help! We need a Savior not only to forgive our sins, but also to give us new life.  In exchange for our sin, Jesus gives us love, hope:  Himself.  We need a Savior, and on this day our Savior was born.

Actually, one way to understand why we need a Savior is to think about our cars, yes, our cars.  At this time of year, I don’t know about yours but my car is beginning to be full of seasonal grunge.  You know, the dirty slush from the road, the salt and sand, the result of the snow and drizzle.  And, I hate to admit this to you all, but the inside of my car does not look much better.  As I enter and leave the car with my boots, I track all that salt and sand inside….and then, there is the dog hair on the seats too.  My car looks terrible, it’s a mess.  Who in their right mind would want a car that looks like this?  
Just as our cars are beat up and chipped, dirty and in need of repair, so are our lives.  As we go through our lives, we accumulate our own fair share of spiritual and physical dirt – the snow and drizzle of disappointments, the dirty slush of our failures, and the muddy puddles of struggles we’ve been through.  And even in our interior, in our souls, we may feel like too much dirt has been tracked in.  We seem totally ruined.  Who in their right mind would want a person that looks like this?  But, unlike our cars, cleaning and fixing the brokenness in our lives is a whole lot more difficult than going to the car wash and the auto repair shop.  In fact, nothing on earth can fix this kind of brokenness and clean this kind of grime. Through His life, His death on the cross, His rising from the grave – this Jesus, this savior, can wash all the grime away from our lives.  The angels cried out, “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people, to you this day is born a savior.”  Not a great teacher, not an inspired religious leader, not a great moral example, but a Savior:  one who saves.  Jesus washes away all the grime within us and fixes all our broken parts, if we let Him.  That’s what the bible means when it says that Jesus makes all things new.  That if anyone is in Jesus Christ, there is a new creation.  This is a big deal.  As a result, there is power in the name of “Jesus.”  Maybe you have noticed this in social settings.  If you say the name of Jesus reverently, in the course of a conversation with a group of people, in a coffee shop, in a bowling alley, out in a tree stand, the conversation just stops.  People get quiet, they get uncomfortable, they might start squirming, or changing the subject.  Why is this?  There is a good reason for it!  It’s because of the real power in the Name of Jesus – the power to make us new!  
People want this, people want to be made new.  Why, this is so very much wanted that people fantasize about this ability to be made new – and they make up characters who have this special ability.  If you don’t believe me, just google this and you will find thousands of science fiction characters (in movies, video-games, and books) who have been created with this ability.  Some examples are: Percy Jackson, Vamp, Left Hand from Vampire Hunter D, Wolverines from the X-men, and on and on.  What is so interesting, is that Jesus Christ has this ability and then some, He is alive, and we have access to Jesus right now and all the time, for free!
So, this is what this little baby is about.  He is God.  A God who came into this world as one of us, breaking into history, for one reason: to save you and me, to make us new.  Our Isaiah reading this morning put it this way, “See, your salvation comes.”  You are here, in this historic holy place this morning celebrating Christmas, which is all about love.  You are here where you can experience your Savior, you can receive the real presence of Jesus Christ, born this day in Bethlehem, into your life.  
This world it is NOT a random, chaotic place, mindless, mechanical and bleak.  It is a world whose destiny is love.  Jesus is the reason your Christmas joy is not a momentary illusion or fantasy in the cold hard reality of life, but rather your Christmas joy IS the reality of life with Jesus.  This day is all about YOU and JESUS – together, forever.  Jesus is not just the reason for this season.  He is the reason for every season in your life.  AMEN.
